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resentation of the conditions or situations (avasthanukriti) in which
the personages who form the subject of treatment are placed from
time to time, by means of gesture, speech, costum and expression
and one version of the definition adds, the situations must be such
as to produce pleasure or pain, that is, they must be tinged with
emotion. It is the presence of these ancillaries which distinguishes
the drama from an ordinary poem."10

Vazhakunnam9 s use of alamkaras appropriate to the situa-
tions is worth mentioning. The disguised Arjuna in the clothes of
a sannyasin is compared to a thief.11 He is just like a thief put
inside a jail because as the 'thief Arjuna too is unable to move
freely unnoticed by the people, and has many limitations in his
new form. Vazhakunnam's subject matter is prakhyata, as the
story of Subhadra is an incident in Mahabharata-adiparva. He
is particular to follow the theme without introducing incongrous
interventions. But he plays his role by exhibiting, as a dramatist his
skill in developing the characters and situations in a novel style.
As an early written drama,12 Subhadra deserves admiration.

It is quite appropriate that Vazhakunnam has seletcted the

10. A.B. Keith, The Sanskrit Drama in it's origin. Development
theory and Practice, Motilal Banarsidass Publishers Pvt. Ltd.,
Delhi, 1992,p.296.

11. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, op.cit, p.3.

12. Ibid., introduction.
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